From Writing Ethnography to Doing Ethnography 1999/3/19 Osaka Uni.
Work as a testbench of activity theory 1/5

Engstrom, Y. 1995. Developmental studies of work as a testbench of activity theory : The case of
primary care medical practice. In Lava, J. & Chaiclin,S (ed) 1995. Understanding Practice.
Cambridge Univ. Press.

Introduction

system

Three Principles

the entire activity system as the unit of analysis

Lave(1988)
determinist

Lave1988)



From Writing Ethnography to Doing Ethnography 1999/3/19 Osaka Uni.
Work as a testbench of activity theory 2/5

3.1

Historicity as the basis of classification
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Inner contradictions as the source of change and development
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General practitioner in a health center
Espoo health center

An item of data from general practitioners’ work

Analyzing the data from the viewpoint of the entire activity system and its inner contradictions
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Analyzing the data from the viewpoint of historicity
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Conclusions and implications
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